A study of cytoplasmic and nuclear estrogen and progestin receptors in gynecologic neoplasms.
A rapid method for simultaneous preparation of cytosol and nuclear estrogen (E) and progestin (P) receptors and their in vitro determination is described. The method was applied to several uterine or ovarian surgical specimens to evaluate their steroid hormone "dependence". The results suggest that low cytoplasmic E receptor levels (ERc) are associated with higher nuclear E receptor (ERn) levels but no apparent correlation was observed between PRc and ERn levels. The method appeared to be suitable for screening steroid hormone receptor content in tumor tissues and may provide better estimation of steroid dependence since both cytoplasmic and nuclear compartments can be studied simultaneously.